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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In this manuscript, authors executed a single center retrospective cohort study to
evaluate clinical characteristics of patients undergoing inpatient LTE and to assess the
effects of delayed LTE on clinic outcomes. It was found that delaying LTE increased risk
of death and reduced risk of LT in patients with CLD. Their findings were interesting
and essential for improving the transplant referral process. However, there remains
some comments taken for consideration during revision. 1. A recently published study
indicated that evaluation within 30 days of referral for LT was associated with reduced
mortality (PMID: 33587434). Differences in the demarcation of delayed and early referral
LTE would influence the conclusions and clinic decision making, which should be
discussed. 2. Please supplement how to diagnose malnutrition. Meanwhile, BMI and
diabetes at referral should also be added. 3. The title needs to be adjusted, owing to the
fact that this study only enrolled patients with CLD and didn’t include patients with

liver malignancies. 4. Define the abbreviation when it first appeared, like CLD.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This paper only uses the data from one center, and there are many layers in data analysis.

Is it because of the small sample size and geographical limitations that the objective

results of the data are affected? It may be more convincing if multi-centers are combined

or the research results are applied to future clinical cases for verification.




