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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Contrast-enhanced ultrasound (CEUS) is a promising way for colorectal cancer (CRC)
imaging due to its potential in evaluating tumour blood flow and vascularization. In this
study, the authors aimed at quantitatively evaluating the colorectal tumour vasculature
with CEUS, and exploring the correlation between colorectal tumour vasculature and
angiogenesis makers. The authors used primary clinical data, CEUS image analysis, and
immunohistochemical analysis to verify their hypothesis. The results showed that CEUS
parameters, such as peak intensity (PI), time to peak (TTP), and area under the curve
(AUCQ), are significantly correlated with VEGF expression and MVD. So, in my opinion,
this paper is well-written. The experiment design is reasonable, and the results reflects
the conclusion as well. I recommend its acceptance after the minor revision. The detailed
comments are: 1. Since CEUS is a relatively novel imaging technique, what are the
common imaging methods before it? Compared with these methods, what is the key
advantage of CEUS? 2. Several grammar issues should be solved. For example,
“Contrast-enhanced ultrasound (CEUS) is a non-invasive, safe, and cost-effective

method for evaluating tumour blood vessels, which play a crucial role in tumour growth
2
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and progression” Herein, which should be replaced by that.



7041 Koll Center Parkway, Suite

B a . S h l d e n g 160, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA
Pu bllShll’l g Telephone: +1-925-399-1568

E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com

BﬂiShideng@) Group https:/ /www.wjgnet.com

PEER-REVIEW REPORT

Name of journal: World Journal of Gastrointestinal Surgery

Manuscript NO: 85701

Title: Quantitative evaluation of colorectal tumour vasculature using contrast-enhanced
ultrasound: Correlation with angiogenesis and prognostic significance

Provenance and peer review: Unsolicited manuscript; Externally peer reviewed
Peer-review model: Single blind

Reviewer’s code: 06110725
Position: Peer Reviewer

Academic degree: MD

Professional title: Doctor

Reviewer’s Country/Territory: United States
Author’s Country/Territory: China
Manuscript submission date: 2023-06-14
Reviewer chosen by: Al Technique

Reviewer accepted review: 2023-06-19 07:41
Reviewer performed review: 2023-06-27 01:13

Review time: 7 Days and 17 Hours

[ ]Grade A:Excellent [ ]Grade B: Very good [ Y]Grade C:
Scientific quality Good
[ ]GradeD:Fair [ ]Grade E: Do not publish

[ ]Grade A: Excellent [ ] Grade B: Good [ Y] Grade C: Fair

Novelty of this manuscript
[ ]Grade D: No novelty

Creativity or innovation of [ ]Grade A: Excellent [ Y] Grade B: Good [ ]Grade C: Fair

this manuscript [ ]Grade D: No creativity or innovation




7041 Koll Center Parkway, Suite

B a . S h l d e n g 160, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA
Pu bl]shln g Telephone: +1-925-399-1568

E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com

BﬂiShideng@) Group https:/ /www.wjgnet.com

Scientific significance of the [ ]Grade A: Excellent [ ] Grade B: Good [ Y] Grade C: Fair

conclusion in this manuscript | [ ] Grade D: No scientific significance

[ ]Grade A: Priority publishing [ Y] Grade B: Minor language
Language quality polishing [ ]Grade C: A great deal of language polishing [ ]
Grade D: Rejection

[ ] Accept (High priority) [ ] Accept (General priority)
Conclusion
[ Y] Minor revision [ ]Majorrevision [ ]Rejection

Re-review [Y]Yes [ ]No

Peer-Review: [ Y] Anonymous [ ]Onymous
Peer-reviewer statements

Conflicts-of-Interest: [ ] Yes [Y]No

SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors used contrast-enhanced ultrasound (CEUS) to study the colorectal tumor
vasculature and the correlation with angiogenesis and prognostic significance, which is a
powerful tool for the clinical imaging. After reasonable grouping the patients based on
the TNM staging system, the authors showed that quantitative parameters, including
peak intensity (PI), time to peak (TTP), and area under the curve (AUC), are significantly
related to VEGF expression and microvessel density. This result also draws a conclusion
that CEUS has a high potential in guiding treatment planning and predicting patient
outcomes. In short, the topic of this manuscript is timely and interesting. The authors
have organized the manuscript rationally, with good methodology and well-written
English. However, some important editing needs to be done before publication: 1) The
percentage of VEGF-positive tumor cells and CD34-positive microvessels are crucial in
this study. What method did the author use to count the positive objectives? 2) The
percentage of patients’ age ranges are also important data that should be present in

Table 1.




