
1

PEER-REVIEW REPORT

Name of journal:World Journal of Clinical Cases

Manuscript NO: 85888

Title: Appropriate leucine-rich alpha-2 glycoprotein cut-off value for Japanese patients

with ulcerative colitis

Provenance and peer review: Unsolicited Manuscript; Externally peer reviewed

Peer-review model: Single blind

Reviewer’s code: 03262333
Position: Editorial Board
Academic degree:MD

Professional title: Professor

Reviewer’s Country/Territory: Iran

Author’s Country/Territory: Japan

Manuscript submission date: 2023-05-22

Reviewer chosen by: Geng-Long Liu (Quit 2023)

Reviewer accepted review: 2023-07-21 18:15

Reviewer performed review: 2023-07-21 19:04

Review time: 1 Hour

Scientific quality

[ ] Grade A: Excellent [ ] Grade B: Very good [ Y] Grade C:

Good

[ ] Grade D: Fair [ ] Grade E: Do not publish

Novelty of this manuscript
[ ] Grade A: Excellent [ ] Grade B: Good [ Y] Grade C: Fair

[ ] Grade D: No novelty

Creativity or innovation of

this manuscript

[ ] Grade A: Excellent [ ] Grade B: Good [ Y] Grade C: Fair

[ ] Grade D: No creativity or innovation



2

Scientific significance of the

conclusion in this manuscript

[ ] Grade A: Excellent [ ] Grade B: Good [ Y] Grade C: Fair

[ ] Grade D: No scientific significance

Language quality

[ ] Grade A: Priority publishing [ Y] Grade B: Minor language

polishing [ ] Grade C: A great deal of language polishing [ ]

Grade D: Rejection

Conclusion
[ ] Accept (High priority) [ ] Accept (General priority)

[ ] Minor revision [ Y] Major revision [ ] Rejection

Re-review [ Y] Yes [ ] No

Peer-reviewer statements
Peer-Review: [ Y] Anonymous [ ] Onymous

Conflicts-of-Interest: [ ] Yes [ Y] No

SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
The article has some merits on a relatively new biomarker for disease activity in IBD .

the important part of analysis is done on only 30 patients . We are not informed about

the extent of the disease in these patients. As the low correlation with proctitis has been

reported in past , this could be important in the analysis . There are larger reports

prospectively from Japan for instance : https://doi.org/10.3390/jcm11216366 These

reports also have introduced cut off levels for this biomarker . This could be a weaker

evidence for the use of LRG and the cut off here probably would be more close to the

larger studies. It would be very informative to know whether there were any patients

with normal CRP and normal FC with abnormal LRG in whom disease was active and

vice versa.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
The authors submit a manuscript describing that serum leucine-rich alpha-2

glycoprotein may be a marker for endoscopic activity of UC. The results seem to be good.

However, I don't think there's anything unique about these findings, and there's nothing

surprising about them for clinicians. I have several comments/suggestions for

consideration: 1. In the results, only 30 patients were examined the correlations

between clinical, endoscopically assessed, or histological activity and biomarkers in 30

patients. Therefore, why not just list the baseline demographic characteristics of 30

patients. 2. Several papers have reported that the serum levels of LRG are

correlated with endoscopically assessed activity in patients with UC. Moreover, the

conclusions of this study are consistent with those of previous studies. 3. The

quality of English needs improving.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
Serum leucine-rich alpha-2 glycoprotein (LRG) is a novel monitoring biomarker for the

assessment of disease activity in IBD. And this manuscript established an appropriate

LRG cut-off values that haven't be studied to predict endoscopic and histological

remission in patients with UC, which performed excellent application value. However,

as a single-center study, the results was limited by the number of patients.
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