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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The topic of this study is very interesting and innovative. In real clinical practice, this 

condition presents numerous challenges. Firstly, it is extremely difficult to diagnose. 

There are no precise diagnostic criteria, making it challenging to differentiate between 

inflammatory bowel diseases, mechanical mucosal damage caused by rectal prolapse or 

injury. Contrary to its name, this condition can involve multiple ulcers, and they may 

not be limited to the rectum alone; they can also appear in the sigmoid colon or 

descending colon. Some researchers have suggested a potential association with 

Helicobacter pylori. Therefore, there are doubts about whether these various spectrums 

of the disease truly represent a single condition. Secondly, the prognosis varies greatly. 

Some cases are managed without treatment, while others may require the use of 

infliximab, and in extreme cases, such as the patient described in this paper, surgery may 

be necessary. As stated in the paper, if certain genes can help predict the diagnosis and 

prognosis of SRUS, it would be a groundbreaking test. I believe that the efforts of the 

researchers have significant value and deserve publication. However, there are several 

assumptions that need to be considered. Firstly, there is insufficient information 
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regarding whether male patients were truly diagnosed with SRUS. Since surgery is not 

common and persistent diarrhea even after surgery raises doubts about the possibility of 

inflammatory bowel disease, further investigation is needed. Secondly, based on my 

experience, the frequency of a family history is not clearly established. As SRUS is not a 

common condition and has diverse causes, additional information on the frequency of 

family history is necessary before analyzing genes. Thirdly, it would be helpful to 

provide detailed information on the patient's treatment progress. I am interested in 

knowing if biofeedback, mesalamine, antibiotics, steroids, or other treatments were used. 

Lastly, in the supplementary Figure, the A photograph appears to be a postoperative 

image, but it should be presented as a preoperative image. Thank you. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This case report titled "Inherited CHEK2 p.H371Y mutation in solitary rectal ulcer 

syndrome among familial patients: A case report" presents the clinical and genetic 

characteristics of a Chinese mother and son diagnosed with solitary rectal ulcer 

syndrome (SRUS). The report highlights the presence of an inherited CHEK2 p.H371Y 

mutation in both patients and discusses its potential role in the development and 

prognosis of SRUS.  Overall, the case report provides valuable information on a rare 

condition and highlights the importance of considering genetic factors in the etiology of 

SRUS. However, there are a few points to consider:  Case presentation: The case 

presentation provides relevant details about the patients' symptoms, medical history, 

physical examination, laboratory tests, and imaging results. It would be beneficial to 

include information about any relevant lifestyle factors, such as dietary habits or 

previous medical conditions, which could have contributed to the development of SRUS.  

Genetic analysis: The identification of an inherited CHEK2 p.H371Y mutation in the 

mother and son suggests a potential genetic susceptibility to SRUS. However, it is 

important to note that this is a single case report, and the role of this specific mutation in 
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the pathogenesis of SRUS needs further investigation. Replication studies involving 

larger cohorts would be necessary to establish a stronger association between the 

CHEK2 mutation and SRUS.  Treatment and follow-up: The report briefly mentions the 

treatment administered to the patients, including Thalidomide, mesalazine, and 

biofeedback therapy. However, additional details regarding the rationale for choosing 

these treatments, the duration of therapy, and the specific outcomes observed in the 

patients would enhance the clinical relevance of the case report.  Discussion: The 

discussion section provides a comprehensive overview of SRUS, its clinical 

manifestations, diagnostic methods, and treatment options. However, further 

elaboration on the potential mechanisms by which the CHEK2 mutation could 

contribute to the development of SRUS would be beneficial. Additionally, discussing the 

limitations of the study, such as the small sample size and the need for further validation, 

would provide a more balanced interpretation of the findings. 
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