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Inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), including Crohn’s disease (CD) and ulcerative

Published online: October 21,2023 colitis (UC), is a chronic inflammatory disease of the digestive tract with inc-

risk stratification.

AIM

reasing prevalence globally. Although venous thromboembolism (VTE) is a major
complication in IBD patients, it is often underappreciated with limited tools for

To estimate the proportion of VIE among IBD patients and assess genetic risk

factors (monogenic and polygenic) for VTE.
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METHODS

Incident VTE was followed for 8465 IBD patients in the UK Biobank (UKB). The associations of VTE with F5 factor
V leiden (FVL) mutation, F2 G20210A prothrombin gene mutation (PGM), and polygenic score (PGS003332) were
tested using Cox hazards regression analysis, adjusting for age at IBD diagnosis, gender, and genetic background
(top 10 principal components). The performance of genetic risk factors for discriminating VITE diagnosis was
estimated using the area under the receiver operating characteristic curve (AUC).

RESULTS

The overall proportion of incident VTE was 4.70% in IBD patients and was similar for CD (4.46%), UC (4.49%), and
unclassified (6.42%), and comparable to that of cancer patients (4.66%) who are well-known at increased risk for
VTE. Mutation carriers of F5/F2 had a significantly increased risk for VTE compared to non-mutation carriers,
hazard ratio (HR) was 1.94, 95% confidence interval (CI): 1.42-2.65. In contrast, patients with the top PGS decile had
a considerably higher risk for VTE compared to those with intermediate scores (middle 8 deciles), HR was 2.06
(95%CI: 1.57-2.71). The AUC for differentiating VTE diagnosis was 0.64 (95%CI: 0.61-0.67), 0.68 (95%ClI: 0.66-0.71),
and 0.69 (95%CI: 0.66-0.71), respectively, for F5/F2 mutation carriers, PGS, and combined.

CONCLUSION
Similar to cancer patients, VTE complications are common in IBD patients. PGS provides more informative risk
information than F5/F2 mutations (FVL and PGM) for personalized thromboprophylaxis.

Key Words: Inflammatory bowel disease; Venous thromboembolism; Polygenic score; Factor V leiden; Prothrombin gene
mutation

©The Author(s) 2023. Published by Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights reserved.

Core Tip: Based on 8475 inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) patients from a population-based biobank, we showed they have
an elevated risk for venous thromboembolism (VTE), with the overall proportion of incident VTE at 4.70%, similar to
4.66% observed in cancer patients. Polygenic score (PGS) is a significant predictor for VTE events, stronger than the well-
known F5 factor V leiden mutation and F2 G20210A prothrombin gene mutation. The overall proportion of incident VTE is
8.53% in patients at the top 10 PGS percentile. These findings highlight the importance of VTE complications in IBD
patients and provide genetic tools for personalized thromboprophylaxis.

Citation: Rifkin AS, Shi Z, Wei J, Zheng SL, Helfand BT, Cordova JS, Biank VF, Tafur AJ, Khan O, Xu J. Risk assessment of venous
thromboembolism in inflammatory bowel disease by inherited risk in a population-based incident cohort. World J Gastroenterol 2023;
29(39): 5494-5502

URL: https://www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327/full/v29/i139/5494 .htm

DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.3748/wjg.v29.i139.5494

INTRODUCTION

Inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), including Crohn’s disease (CD) and ulcerative colitis (UC), is a disease characterized
by chronic inflammation of the digestive tract. Its prevalence was estimated at 1.3% (3 million adults) in the United States
in 2015 and is expected to increase globally[1,2]. IBD is associated with several adverse complications, including venous
thromboembolism (VTE). IBD patients have a 2 to 3-fold higher risk of developing a VTE as compared to the general
population[3]. Although the pathophysiology underlying this observation remains largely unknown, it may involve
changes in the coagulation system, increased platelet count and reactivity, and altered fibrinolysis[4]. The importance of
elevated VTE risk in IBD patients is emphasized in a recent international consensus on the prevention of venous and
arterial thrombotic events in patients with IBD, which encourages screening for VTE risk factors. Statement 2 of the
consensus states that “Patients with IBD should be screened for VTE risk factors” (consensus reached 100%)[4].

Several inherited factors are associated with risk for VTE, including relatively common gain of function mutations in
genes for coagulation factors: Factor V leiden (FVL) mutation in the F5 gene and the G20210A prothrombin gene
mutation (PGM) in the F2 gene[5]. Recent advances in genome-wide association studies (GWAS) have also revealed
multiple common single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) that are associated with increased VTE risk[6]. Polygenic
scores (PGS) based on these SNPs have been shown to be effective to stratify VTE risk in the general population. While
the consensus recognizes several genetic factors such as F5 and F2 for VTE risk among IBD patients, it does not mention
PGS[4].

The objectives of this study are to utilize a large population-based cohort to: (1) Estimate the proportion of VTE among
IBD patients and compare it to that in cancer patients who are well-known to have an increased risk for VTE; (2) test the
association of inherited risk factors (F5/F2 mutations and PGS) and VTE among IBD patients; and (3) assess the

WJG | https://www.wjgnet.com 5495 October 21,2023 | Volume29 | Issue39 |

Jaishideng®


https://www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327/full/v29/i39/5494.htm
https://dx.doi.org/10.3748/wjg.v29.i39.5494

Rifkin AS et al. PGS for VTE in IBD patients

performance of PGS for predicting VTE among IBD patients, alone or in combination with F5/F2 mutations. Results from
this study may provide needed evidence for PGS to be included in the updated international consensus for VTE
prevention among IBD patients.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Subjects in this study were patients who had a diagnosis of IBD in the UK Biobank (UKB), a population-based study of
500000 volunteers from the United Kingdom[7]. IBD diagnoses were obtained based on International Classification of
Diseases-10 (ICD-10) codes (K50 for CD and K51 for UC) of primary care, death register, inpatient diagnosis, and self-
report. Incident VTE after IBD diagnosis were identified based on the inclusion criteria described by Klarin et al[8] Briefly,
subjects were defined as a VTE case based on at least one of the following criteria: (1) VTE (deep vein thrombosis and
pulmonary embolism) ascertained at baseline by self-report; (2) Hospitalization for ICD-10 Code 180.1, 180.2, 182.2, 126.0,
or 126.9; and (3) Hospitalization for Office of Population and Censuses and Survey-4 Procedures Codes L79.1 or L90.2.
Only incident VTE, i.e., those that occurred after a diagnosis of IBD were included in the analysis. As a comparison, VTE
events after a cancer diagnosis were also estimated among cancer patients (ICD-10: C00-C96) in the UKB[9].

Genotypes for the F5 FVL mutation (c.1601G>A, rs6025) and the F2 PGM (c.*97G>A, rs1799963) as well as genome-
wide SNPs were obtained from the UKB Axiom SNP genotype array (genotyped or imputed). A published pan-ancestry
PGS for VTE (PGS003332) was selected from the PGS catalog for the study because it was developed from the largest
GWAS of VTE with 81190 cases and 1419671 controls sampled from six cohorts[6,10]. Based on the scoring file of the PGS,
raw PGS was first calculated by taking the product of the count of risk alleles and the risk allele weight at each locus in
the PGS (1092045 SNPs) and then summing across available risk loci. Ancestry-adjusted PGS was calculated based on the
first four principal components using a previously described method[11]. To remove the contribution of SNPs from the F5
and F2 genes to the score, a modified PGS (PGS,,s/r,) Was also calculated by removing 1515 SNPs in these two genes
(chrl: 168519049-170519049 for F5 and chr11: 45761055-47761055 for F2).

The proportion of incident VTE was calculated as (number of patients with incident VTE)/ (number of patients with
IBD). The difference in VTE proportion among groups of patients was tested using a y* test. Time to VTE diagnosis from
the time of IBD diagnosis was estimated using Kaplan-Meier survival analysis and its difference among various groups of
IBD patients was tested using and log-rank test. Association of genetic risk factors (PGS and F5/F2 mutations) and other
known risk factors with VTE among IBD patients were tested using the Cox proportional hazards regression analysis,
adjusting for gender, body mass index at study recruitment, and genetic background (top 10 principal components). In
addition, the performance of genetic risk factors for discriminating VTE was estimated using the area under the receiver
operating characteristic curve (AUC). All statistical analyses were performed using R-package.

RESULTS

As of the last UKB accession date (October 7, 2022), 8465 (1.68%) IBD patients were identified from 501095 subjects in the
UKB, including 2267 (0.45%), 5233 (1.05%), and 965 (0.19%) patients with CD only, UC only, and IBD unclassified (IBD-U)
(diagnosed with both CD and UC), respectively (Table 1). The median age at diagnosis was 49.60, 51.34, and 44.09 years
for CD only, UC only, and IBD-U, respectively. Among these IBD patients, 398 developed VTE events after IBD diagnosis,
with the overall proportion of incident VTE of 4.70%. The proportion of VTE was statistically different among patients
with CD only (4.46%), UC only (4.49%), and IBD-U colitis (6.42%), x* = 7.22, degree of freedom = 2, P = 0.03. It is noted
that the overall proportion of incident VTE in these IBD patients was similar to that of 107520 cancer patients (4.66%) in
the UKB who are well-known to have an increased risk for VTE. However, a different pattern of VTE events during the
follow-up was noticed; VTE events occurred continuously throughout the follow-up period for IBD patients where a
disproportionally higher number of VTE events occurred in the first several years in cancer patients (Figure 1).

Among the 8210 IBD patients with genetic data, 509 (6.20%) were carriers of F5/F2 mutations, including 351 (4.28%)
carriers of F5 FVL and 163 (1.99%) carriers of F2 PGM (Table 2). The overall proportion of incident VTE among mutation
carriers was 9.04%, higher than that of non-mutation carriers (4.31%) (Table 2 and Figure 2A). In comparison, PGS was
more informative in differentiating VTE events and the proportion of incident VTE increased with increasing decile of
PGS, ps/52 Pirena = 1.60E-18 (Figure 2B). For example, the proportion of incident VTE was 1.58% for IBD patients at the
bottom of PGS, s, decile, which was considerably lower than that of non-mutation carriers of F5/F2. On the other
hand, the proportion of incident VTE was 8.53% for IBD patients at the top of PGS, s/, decile, which was higher than
that of mutation carriers of F5/F2. As expected, original PGS (including SNPs in the F5/F2 regions) performed well in
stratifying VTE risk and is slightly better than that of PGS, s/, (Figure 2C). For example, the proportion of incident VTE
was 1.10% and 10.17% for IBD patients at the bottom and top decile, respectively.

Compared to non-mutation carriers of F5/F2, mutation carriers were at a marginally increased risk for VTE, with a
hazard ratio (HR) of 1.94, 95% confidence interval (CI): 1.42-2.65 (Table 2). For PGS, s/, patients at the top decile had a
considerably higher risk for VTE compared to IBD patients with intermediate scores (middle 8 deciles), HR was 1.98
(95%CI: 1.52-2.57). Furthermore, PGS, ¢/, can also identify patients at lower risk for VTE, HR was 0.36 (95%CI: 0.21-0.63)
for patients at the bottom decile. In a multivariable analysis where both F5/F2 mutation carrier status and PGS, s/
(continuous variable) were included, both were significantly associated with VTE risk, P < 0.001.
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Table 1 Characteristics of inflammatory bowel disease patients and incident venous thromboembolism in the UK Biobank

Subjects, n (%) Age dx, median (IQR), yr Incident VTE, n (%)
IBD, all 8465 (1.68) 50.08 (35.24-61.76) 398 (4.7)
Crohn's disease 2267 (0.45) 49.68 (32.48-62.37) 101 (4.46)
Ulcerative colitis 5233 (1.05) 51.38 (36.87-62.50) 235 (4.49)
Indeterminate colitis 965 (0.19) 44.26 (31.56-54.92) 62 (6.42)

IBD: Inflammatory bowel disease; VTE: Venous thromboembolism.

Table 2 Association of venous thromboembolism risk with F5/F2 mutations and polygenic score in the UK Biobank

IBD patients, n (%) Incident VTE, n (%) HR (95%Cl)’ P value

FVL/F2 carrier status

Non-carriers 7701/8210 (93.8) 332/7701 (4.31) Ref.

FVL carriers 351/8210 (4.28) 37/351 (10.54) 2.27 (1.61-3.21) 2.84E-06

F2 carriers 163/8210 (1.99) 10/163 (6.13) 1.29 (0.69-2.43) 0.43

Any FVL/F2 carriers 509/8210 (6.2) 46/509 (9.04) 1.94 (1.42-2.65) 3.27E-05
PGS, .55/ decile

Bottom 821/8210 (10) 13/821 (1.58) 0.36 (0.21-0.63) 3.12E-04

Intermediate 6568,/8210 (80) 295/6568 (4.49) Ref.

Top 821/8210 (10) 70/821 (8.53) 1.98 (1.52-2.57) 3.26E-07

THR adjusted for gender, body mass index, and genetic background. The time in survival analysis was from inflammatory bowel disease to event.
IBD: Inflammatory bowel disease; VTE: Venous thromboembolism; 95%CI: 95% confidence interval; HR: Hazard ratio.

PGS,.rs/r> also had a significantly better discriminative performance for VTE diagnosis than F5/F2 mutations, with the
AUC estimated at 0.68 (95%CI: 0.65-0.71) and 0.64 (95%Cl: 0.61-0.67), respectively, P = 0.05 (Table 3). Combining these
two risk factors increased the AUC to 0.69 (95%CI: 0.66-0.71), which was also significantly higher than that of F5/F2
mutations, P = 0.01. Interestingly, the original PGS for VTE, which includes SNPs in the F5/F2 gene regions, had a similar
AUC (0.69, 95%CI: 0.67-0.72) to that of combined PGS, ss/r, and F5/F2 mutations.

DISCUSSION

By following incident VTE events among 8465 IBD patients from a population-based biobank, three major findings that
have potentially translational implications were obtained from our study. First, VTE was a common complication among
IBD patients, with a proportion similar to diseases commonly considered at elevated risk for VTE such as cancer. This
elevated VTE risk among IBD patients was also reported in previously published studies[12,13]. In a cohort of 2811 IBD
patients recruited from 14 referral centers in Austria, a VTE prevalence of 5.6% was reported, similar to that in our study
[12]. In another large cohort study of hospitalized and ambulatory IBD patients (n = 13756), as well as matched controls (n
=71672) from the General Practice Research Database in the United Kingdom, a higher VTE rate compared to the general
population was also reported[13]. For hospitalized patients with IBD, HR for VTE was 3.2, 95%CI: 1.7-6.3. Similarly, for
ambulatory patients with IBD, the HR was 8.4, 95%CI: 5.5-12.8. In addition, several studies have also indicated that there
is a high risk of recurrent VTE following hospital discharge[13,14]. Interestingly, this increased VTE risk seems to be
unique to IBD, setting it apart from other autoimmune diseases like rheumatoid arthritis or celiac disease where this
association is not commonly observed[15]. Despite the consistent research observation of an association between IBD and
VTE, VTE complication in IBD patients is commonly overlooked in clinical practice. Adherence to VTE prophylaxis
among IBD patients is low and inconsistent, with only 68% of hospitalized UC patients prescribed prophylaxis[16]. Even
when prescribed, one-third of the doses were not actually administered. Factors contributing to low adherence could
include patient noncompliance, physician unawareness, fragmented care, and bleeding risk concerns.

Second, results from our study suggest the VTE risk conferred by F5/F2 mutations (FVL and PGM) in IBD patients was
modest and considerably lower than previously reported. For F5 FVL, two meta-analyses published in 2011 reported a
combined OR of 4.0 and 5.3, respectively, for VTE in IBD patients[17,18]. These ORs, however, were likely over-estimated
due to a combination of several factors, including small sample sizes, study designs (the vast majority was case-control
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Table 3 Discriminative performance of venous thromboembolism by inherited risk factors

AUC (95%Cl)’
F5/F2 mutations 0.64 (0.61-0.67)
PGS, on.p5/r2 0.68 (0.65-0.71)
F5/F2 mutations + PGS, ., ps5/p» 0.69 (0.66-0.71)
PGS 0.69 (0.67-0.72)

IModel also included age, gender, body mass index and genetic background.
AUC: Area under the receiver operating characteristic curve; PGS: Polygenic score; 95%CI: 95% confidence interval.

studies), genetic heterogeneity (ancestry and genetic background were not accounted for), and publication bias (positive
finding were more likely to be published). For example, in the meta-analysis performed by Zhong et al[17], the total
sample size of IBD patients from 10 individual studies published before 2008 was 938, including 124 (13%) with VTE. In
particular, 9 of the 10 studies had fewer than 80 IBD patients. The only relatively large study (477 IBD patients, including
14 (2.9%) with VTE) failed to observe a significant association between FVL and VTE, OR = 1.28, 95%CI: 0.16-10.17[19].
For F2 PGM, its association with VTE in IBD patients was inconclusive from two small studies published prior to 2007,
with fewer than 100 IBD patients in each study[20,21]. In comparison, the association results and OR estimates from our
study were more reliable because the study was based on a large cohort of 8300 IBD patients whose VTE diagnosis was
uniformly followed. Furthermore, our association test was performed adjusted for genetic background, therefore,
reduced the confounder of genetic heterogeneity. However, additional large cohorts of IBD patients with follow-up
information for VTE are still needed to validate our findings.

Third, compared to F5/F2 mutations, we showed new PGS was more informative for stratifying VTE risk and
performs better in discriminating VTE diagnosis after IBD. The better performance of PGS is consistent with the strong
genetic basis for VIE where about 60% of the variance in VTE incidence is attributable to genetic effects[22]. Our finding
is also consistent with a previous polygenic risk score study in 792 IBD patients where the score was based on 265
established VTE risk-associated SNPs[23]. However, the PGS used in the current study differs from the published study
in that it includes many more SNPs (more than a million) and captures both established risk-associated SNPs implicated
in GWAS and many more SNPs in the genome that did not reach the GWAS significance level individually (due to either
modest-effect or low allele frequency)[6,23,24]. Consequently, the performance of PGS for stratifying VTE risk is
improved. Additionally, our PGS not only identified patients at high-risk for VTE, but also identified patients at consid-
erably low risk for VTE. This information is important for considering the need, dosage and duration for anticoagulant
treatment to balance its potential benefits and harms. Importantly, it is worth noting that the PGS evaluated in this study
was developed and validated in large external study populations with over a million subjects[6]. Our study simply
assessed its performance in IBD patients, therefore, is not susceptible to issues related to model development such as
overfitting and multiple testing. Furthermore, the risk estimate for PGS is not susceptible to potential observer bias
because neither physicians nor patients are aware of their PGS for VTE.

Considering the similar AUC performance for the combined PGS, s/, and F5/F2 mutations and the original PGS,
either approach may be used for VTE risk assessment in IBD patients in the clinic. While the first approach has the
advantage of integrating well-known F5/F2 mutations with new PGS, the latter approach is simpler to use (single scoring
file) and easier to interpret (risk estimate derived from a large number of subjects is more reliable with a narrow CI).
Furthermore, as a pan-ancestry PGS, PGS is applicable to patients of various ancestry populations. The added value of
PGS over F5/F2 mutations is more relevant in non-European ancestries because of their relatively low F5/F2 mutation
carrier rates (carrier rate of F5/F2 mutations was 6.31% and 4.16% in European and non-European IBD patients,
respectively). However, considering this PGS was developed and validated primarily in subjects of European ancestry, its
performance in other ancestries is less certain. As shown in Supplementary Table 1 for the performance of PGS in 409
non-European IBD patients, compared to patients with intermediate scores, those at the top decile had HR of 1.48 (95%CI:
0.17-13.11) for VTE. Additional data for non-European IBD patients are urgently needed.

Our findings have potential clinical utilities. Genetic risk assessment using PGS, s, and F5/F2 mutations may be
integrated into clinical presentations to develop personalized strategies for thromboprophylaxis. For example, IBD
patients with high genetic risk may consider higher dosage and longer duration of anticoagulation therapy. On the other
hand, patients with low PGS and without F5/F2 mutations may consider lower dosages and shorter duration to minimize
risk for bleeding events.

Several limitations of our study are noted. Considering possible under-diagnosis of VTE (especially deep vein
thrombosis) in subjects without IBD or other major diseases requiring hospitalization and intensive clinical care, we did
not compare the VTE proportion between IBD and non-IBD subjects. Furthermore, due to the difficulty in obtaining
detailed clinical variables related to the clinical characteristics of IBD and treatment, we were unable to include key
clinical variables to assess the independent and added value of PGS in existing clinical risk assessment models. Another
major limitation of our study is a lack of ancestral diversity in study subjects (96% of IBD patients in our study are of
European ancestry), therefore it is critical to validate our findings in other diverse ancestry groups in future studies.
Lastly, we did not include other known major genes for VTE (SERPINC1, PROC, and PROS]) in this study. Mutations in
these genes are rare and can only be detected by whole exome sequencing (WES) which is currently available in only 40%
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Figure 1 Kaplan-Meier analysis. A and B: Kaplan-Meier analysis for time to incident venous thromboembolism in the UK Biobank during the entire follow-up

period for inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) patients (A) and cancer patients (B); C and D: Within the 3 years after IBD diagnosis for IBD patients (C) and cancer
patients (D). IBD: Inflammatory bowel disease.

of subjects in the UKB[7]. Among 3227 IBD patients with WES data, only 6 (0.19%), 2 (0.06%), and 2 (0.06%) carriers of
loss of function mutations were identified, 2 (20%) of whom developed VTE. Larger studies with WES data are required
to test these genetic risk factors.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, we demonstrated that VTE complications are common in IBD patients with the proportion similar to
diseases known at increased VTE risk. Furthermore, we showed SNP-based PGS is more informative and superior to F5/
F2 mutations in identifying IBD patients at high risk for VTE. These results may have potential implications for
developing personalized anticoagulant treatment.
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Figure 2 Proportion of incident venous thromboembolism in the UK Biobank by carrier status of F5 factor V leiden and/or F2 prothrombin
gene mutation, decile of polygenic score,,..s:, and decile of original polygenic score. Dot and vertical line indicate mean and 95% confidence
interval, respectively. A: Carrier status of F5 factor V leiden and/or F2 prothrombin gene mutation; B: Decile of polygenic score (PGS),.e5; C: Decile of original
PGS. Dot and vertical line indicate mean and 95% confidence interval, respectively. VTE: Venous thromboembolism.

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS

Research background

Venous thromboembolism (VTE) is a major complication in patients with inflammatory bowel disease (IBD). However, it
is often underappreciated among physicians and patients. Furthermore, limited VTE risk stratification tools are available
for personalized thromboprophylaxis.

Research motivation
A large IBD patient cohort is available from the UK Biobank (UKB). Its long-term clinical follow-up data and genome-
wide genetic data provide a rare and efficient opportunity to address these two major challenges.

Research objectives
To estimate the prevalence of VTE complications among IBD patients and assess the performance of known and novel
genetic predictors of VTE risk stratification in these patients.

Research methods

We retrospectively followed the incident VTE complication among 8465 IBD patients in the UKB. The associations of VTE
with factor V leiden (FVL) mutation in the F5 gene, G20210A prothrombin gene mutation (PGM) in the F2 gene, and
polygenic score (PGS) were tested using Cox hazards regression analysis, adjusting for age at IBD diagnosis, gender, and
genetic background (top 10 principal components). The performance of genetic risk factors for discriminating VTE
complications was estimated using the area under the receiver operating characteristic curve (AUC).

Research results

The overall prevalence of VTE complication after an IBD diagnosis was 4.70%. This prevalence was comparable to that of
cancer patients (4.66%) who are well-known at increased risk for VTE. A novel genetic predictor (PGS) was significantly
associated with VTE risk and was independent of known genetic predictors (FVL/PGM). The AUC of differentiating VTE
complication was significantly higher for PGS [0.68, 95% confidence interval (CI): 0.66-0.71] than that of FVL/PGM (0.64,
95%CI: 0.61-0.67) and was highest by combining these two genetic predictors (0.69, 95%ClI: 0.66-0.71).

Research conclusions
VTE complication is common in IBD patients and is similar to that of cancer patients. Newly developed PGS provides a
more informative VTE risk stratification tool than known mutations (FVL/PGM).

Research perspectives

Findings from this large study of IBD patients have potential clinical utilities. It not only highlights the significance of
VTE complications in IBD patients, but also provides an informative VTE risk assessment tool for developing person-
alized thromboprophylaxis strategies.
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