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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The present manuscript reviewed the complex and multifaceted correlation between 

diabetes and kidney diseases, focusing on the clinical presentation, differential diagnosis, 

and new therapeutic opportunities. This review concentrated on not only the diabetic 

kidney disease, but also other forms of kidney disease that are not directly correlated 

with diabetes. This review showed extended concentration on kidney disease in diabetes, 

which could attract interests to some extent. However, there are still some concerns or 

confusions before publication can be considered.  1. In the part of “WHAT ARE THE 

CAUSES OF CHRONIC KIDNEY DISEASE IN DIABETIC PATIENTS?”, I supposed that 

the pathogenesis should be fully discussed. However, in the part of “Diabetic kidney 

disease”, the natural course, the relationship between symptoms and albuminuria were 

discussed whereas the “oxidative stress” was absent. I suggested that “glomerular 

hemodynamics, inflammatory responses and oxidative stress” should be fully discussed 

in this part and in right sequence. In the part of “Nondiabetic kidney disease”, the 

epidemiology took up a lot of paragraphs. Therefore, I suggested this part (“WHAT ARE 

THE CAUSES OF CHRONIC KIDNEY DISEASE IN DIABETIC PATIENTS?”) need 
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re-arrangement, combing and summarizing the pathogenesis logically. And the natural 

course or epidemiology should be discussed in separate parts.  2. The part of “WHAT 

ELEMENTS MAY GUIDE DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS BETWEEN DKD AND NDKD?” 

also need re-arrangement with a sequence from non-invasive indexes to renal biopsy. 

And “HOW” to use these indexes to distinguish the diagnosis between DKD and NKDK 

should be discussed.  3. The title of “MAY DIABETES REPRESENT A 

COMPLICATION OF KIDNEY DISEASES?” was suggested to be revised to better match 

what has been discussed below.  4. In the part of “MAY ANTIDIABETIC DRUGS 

INFLUENCE THE COURSE OF KIDNEY DISEASES? THE EXAMPLE OF SGLT2 

INHIBITION”, the effects of other antidiabetic drugs (metformin, GLP-1RA) would 

better to be discussed.  5. CONCLUSIONS would better to be simplified. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
Thank you for the effort that you have put into this paper. The paper underlines novel 

approaches differentiating DKD from NDKD, and the interplay between DM and kidney 

disease. I have no remarks, paper can be accepted. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
I have some concerns about this review: 1. Any different therapeutic strategy between 

DKD VS NDKD? 2. Whether DM exacerbate NDKD? 3. In different race, gender, age 

stage, does DKD have any prefer? 
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