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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

authors address an interesting topic in the field of metabolic aspect of hepatitis B viral 

infection. They try to clarify the relationship between lipid metabolism and HBV DNA 

replication, developing an in vitro cell model based on stimulation of HepG2.2.15 cells 

with palmitic acid and oleic acid to figure out the relation between HBV DNA load and 

lipid metabolism. They demonstrates that lipid metabolism is a significant factor 

affecting HBV load in patients with HBV infection, associated to the inibition of 

hepatocyte autophagy via the upregulation of Plin2 expression that inhibits HBV 

replication  The study is well conducted, the language is appropriate and provides the 

basis for future investigations. 

 


