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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The authors present the data of an interesting cohort of superficial ESCC patients 

regarding the predictors of  LNM. Despite the importance of this issue, the manuscript 

design is is very proper. The baseline data of patients are well presented and the logistic 

regression of the potential risk factors is properly conducted, therefore, the results are 

reliable. The discussion session is concise and updated. Some English politing is 

necessary, mainly in concordance. Congratulations for the authors. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The authors analyzed the risk factors for LNM in superficial ESCC patients by 

evaluating detailed pathological characteristics, developed a nomogram by 

incorporating six variables, including tumor size, invasion depth, tumor differentiation, 

tumor budding, tumor infiltrative growth pattern and LVI and concluded that the 

nomogram is useful for predicting LNM risk by integrating all significant risk factors. 

Overall, the paper is well organized and proper presented. However, there are some 

minor issues need discussing. 1. The title “Risk factors and a predictive nomogram for 

lymph node metastasis in superficial squamous cell carcinoma” doesn’t appear 

“esophagus”.  Suggestion: The title is better to add the word of “ esophagus”.    Risk 

factors and a predictive nomogram for lymph node metastasis in superficial esophagus 

squamous cell carcinoma  2. All the data for this paper came from surgical specimens, 

which is not exactly equivalent to specimens of ESD patients. More studies should be 

taken in the future to confirm the reliability of the nomogram. Despite this, the use of 

this nomogram has a reference value for accessing the risk of LNM of post-ESD patients, 

guiding doctors to take further treatments or not.  3. Please pay particular attention to 
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grammar, spelling and sentence structure so that the paper is more clear to read. 

 


