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Continuous variables were summarized as median ± interquartile range, and categorical variables as frequency and percentage. Comparisons between groups were performed using a Mann-Whitney U-test for non-normal continuous variables. For categorical data, the Fisher exact test was used. P < 0.05 (two sided) was considered statistically significant. 
Multiple regression analysis was used to assess the factors associated with null-response at treatment week 4. The dependent variable was HCV viremia drop, which was coded as 0 if it was less than 1 log10, and coded as 1 if it was 1log10 or greater. Imput variables included in the model were age, sex, AST, ALT, GGT, platelets, APRI index, fibrosis, IL28B rs8099917 T>G and IL28B rs12979860 C>T. For the regression model the IL28B SNPs were evaluated according to the presence of the risk allele versus favorable homozygosis. HCV RNA drop during treatment was determined deducting HCV viremia at week 2, 4 and 12 from that of baseline. Data were reported as log10 of the medians.
All the analysis were performed using SPSS software version 20.0 (IBM SPSS Statistics for Windows, Chicago, IL).
