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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
While the message is clear that antibiotic prophylaxis is not indicated as an

across-the-board measure for all patients undergoing EVL, the authors should clarify the

following: 1. Do all currently valid guidelines recommend antibiotic prophylaxis for

bleed control? If not, do they make a distinction between EVL and EIS, presence or

absence of ascites, and ranking as per Child or MELD status? This is important as it then

justifies the need for such a study in all patients undergoing EVL 2. How many patients

in the authors' cohort had ascites / pre-existing SBP? 3. Is there any way to know why

the endoscopists chose to administer antibiotics in individual patients?
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
An important and interesting topic that has been taken for granted for years. I was

wondering whether information regarding the presence of ascites was available in your

patients to include it in the subgroup analysis.
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