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Dear Editor:  

 

We thank you for your letter and the reviewers for their comments concerning our manuscript 

entitled “Construction of circRNA-miRNA-mRNA regulatory network and a new diagnostic model 

in ulcerative colitis by bioinformatics analysis.” Their feedback has been valuable to the revision 

and improvement of our manuscript, and has aided in guiding our research. We have carefully 

studied the reviewer comments and made the relevant corrections, which we hope will meet your 

approval. Revised portions in the manuscript are highlighted in yellow. Below are the main revisions 

made in the manuscript and responses to reviewer comments. 

 

* Correspondence: 

Heng Fan 

fanheng009@aliyun.com;  

Bo Shuai 

bo_shuai@hust.edu.cn 

(The highlighted changes have been made at the beginning of the manuscript) 

 

In response to the small sample size suggested by the reviewer： 

We have meticulously addressed concerns raised by the reviewer by presenting the differences and 

certain advantages of our constructed ceRNA network in ulcerative colitis (UC) compared to related 

published studies, in accordance with the stipulated requirements. Furthermore, in the discussion 

section, we have provided a detailed description of the applicability of our ceRNA network research 

to Crohn's disease and even broader inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), incorporating relevant 

citations from literature published in 2024. All pertinent modifications have been highlighted in 

yellow within the manuscript (the fifth paragraph of the Discussion section). 

 

In response to the EDITORIAL OFFICE’S COMMENTS： 

1. We have submitted the revised manuscript to a professional English editing service and to native 

English-speaking experts for further refinement. Additionally, we have provided a new language 

certification along with the manuscript. 

2. Related publications similar to ceRNA networks have been discussed in the discussion section to 

show the differences and possible advantages of the ceRNA networks we built (fifth paragraph of 

the Discussion section). 

3. Specific comments: 

(1) The original graphic files have been formatted using PowerPoint and uploaded, with indications 

specifying their originality. 

(2) Modifications have been made in the manuscript, and the changes have been highlighted in 

yellow (Modifications have been made after Figure 2 in Section 3.1). 

Points (3) and (5) have been added in the manuscript and highlighted in yellow (Modifications have 

been made before the References section). 

(4) The manuscript title does not exceed 18 words 
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(6) This research was supported by the National Natural Science Foundation of China, Nos. 

81774093, 81904009, 82174182, and 81974546; Key R&D Project of Hubei Province, No. 

2020BCB001. 

 

 



 

(7) We did not conduct clinical trials in this study and will carry them out in the future. 

(8) We do not yet have this certificate; all data have been evaluated by professionals and are 

statistically significant. We can provide the original dataset and R code for verification purposes. 

(9) The manuscript type should be revised to Clinical and Translational Research. 

 

We tried our best to improve the manuscript and made several changes. These changes do not affect 

the content and framework of the paper and may be explained in greater detail in a separate response 

to the reviewer. We earnestly appreciate for the work put in by the editors and reviewers, and hope 

that the revisions we have made will meet your approval. Once again, thank you very much for your 

comments and suggestions. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Bo Shuai 

Department of Integrated Traditional Chinese and Western Medicine, Union Hospital, Tongji 

Medical College, Huazhong University of Science and Technology 

1277 Jie Fang Avenue, Wuhan, Hubei 430022, China 

Tel: 86-27-85726395 (office), 86-18971511705 (cellular) 

Email: bo_shuai@hust.edu.cn 

ORCID: 0000-0002-9298-8129 

 


