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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
The authors have submitted a letter to the editor regarding the manuscript entitled

"Impressive recompensation in transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic shunt-treated

individuals with complications of decompensated cirrhosis based on Baveno VII

criteria." previously published by Gao L, Li MB, Li JY, Liu Y, Ren C and Feng DP in the

World Journal of Gastroenterology in 2023, volume 29, issue 38, pages 5383-5394, DOI:

10.3748/wjg.v29.i38.5383. According to the authors of the letter, the Baveno VII concept

of hepatic recompensation focuses on the clearance of the etiological factor of the chronic

liver disease and proof of clinical and biochemical improvement of the patient’s

conditions. The authors comment that in Gao et al's paper which presented their

retrospective analysis on 64 patients who received TIPS for variceal bleeding or

refractory ascites one third of the patient population achieved hepatic recompensation as

per Baveno VII criteria, stressing out that the novelty of Gao's investigation is that they

added a therapeutic intervention for portal hypertension in addition to etiological

clearance. However, the authors argue that a main drawback of Gao's study is that they

did not mention in the manuscript the primary disease from which the study cohort
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suffered and if the patients achieved etiological clearance or only suppression in order to

accurately fulfil the Baveno VII criteria. Although the letter is interesting, I believe it

requires a more extensive analysis of the literature. The authors state that therapeutic

interventions such as TIPS can be considered in criteria of recompensation independent

of clearance of the primary disease in future recompensation definitions in case it could

not be achieved or sub-optimally achieved, as in many cases with non-alcohol and

non-viral etiologies, however, they do not support their claims/suppositions with data

from the literature. According to the journal's guidelines, it is not satisfactory to only

mention that future prospective, multicentric studies or randomized controlled trials are

needed to clarify these points. A Letter to the Editor that only recapitulates information

published in the article(s) and states that more studies are needed is not acceptable, thus

I recommend you enrich your paper with at least 1 page of text to support your

hypothesis based on data from the recent literature.
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The authors have accurately revised the paper which can now be accepted for

publication.
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