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To Whomsoever It May Concern,

This study, utilizing the National (or Nationwide) Readmission Database (NRD), is exempt from full
Institutional Review Board (IRB) review as it involves secondary analysis of de-identified data collected
for administrative purposes. The exemption is granted by federal regulations governing research involving
publicly available data and poses minimal risk to subjects, maintaining their anonymity. No identifiable
information was used, ensuring strict confidentiality. This exemption aligns with ethical standards and

guidelines. The data for our study can be publicly accessed at https://hcup-us.ahrg.gov/nrdoverview.jsp.

Please feel free to reach out to me at with any questions.

Sincerely,

Dr. Dushyant Singh Dahiya, MD

Email: dush.dahiya@gmail.com
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