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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
After reviewing this study, I strongly suggest the authors splitting this article into two.

Despite the current article shows some novelty to UC pathology and treatment, the
novelty of this article is minor. If the authors can split this article into two, the novelty
will be greater. Second, the authors use autophagy as a target for UC treatment.
However, the pathological role of autophagy in UC progression is not clear, at least in
the introduction of this article. Therefore, the reader cannot understand the rationale of
targeting autophagy for UC treatment. Continuous from the aforementioned suggestion,
autophagy in disease progression can be therapeutic or pathologic. For diminishing
pathologic autophagy, inhibitors are necessary; otherwise, activators would be a choice.
However, the molecular docking can just present the simulation of binding rather than
promotion or inhibition of the autophagy. If the authors want to claim TCMSP benefit in
UC treatment, wet lab data for assessing the influence of the autophagy activity is
necessary. Continuous from the aforementioned suggestion. The authors found several
autophagy-related genes in UC specimen. However, such genes are upstream or

downstream mediators of UC progression is not evaluated in this study. This limitation
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diminishs the novelty of this study.
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