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The manuscript has been revised according to the suggestions of reviewers:

1 Format has been updated.

2 Revision has been made according to the suggestions of the reviewer

(1) As suggested by the reviewers, we have added more evidence about the effect of psychological stress on
intestinal permeability, and the interaction of intestinal barrier dysfunction, inflammation and immune activation.
Please refer the highlighted part in the revised manuscript.

(2) Based on the suggestion of reviewers, the effect of stress on immune cells infiltration in mucosa of IBS was
further discussed, which contribute to immune activation and pathogenesis of IBS. Please refer the highlighted

part in the revised manuscript.

(3) In the revised manuscript, we added more details in clinical therapy on IBS on the basis of psychological stress,
please refer the highlighted part in the last paragraph.

3 References and typesetting were corrected accordingly.

Thank you again for publishing our manuscript in the World Journal of Gastroenterology.

Sincerely yours,

Zhao-Xiang Bian, MD, PhD,

Professor, School of Chinese Medicine,

Hong Kong Baptist University, Hong Kong, China.
E-mail: bzxiang@hkbu.edu.hk (Z.X.Bian).
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