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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
The authors present the results of a single center observational clinical study aimed to

explore the performance in the walking trail making test (WTMT) performance in older

people with white matter hyperintensities (WMH). The authors found that older adults

with WMH showed poorer WTMT performance. WTMT could be a potential indicator

for the cognitive and motor deficits in WMH patients. For a better presentation of the

data, the following issues need to be clarified: 1. The authors should mention in the

Introduction that signs of small vessel disease in conventional MRI include: recent

subcortical lacunar infarcts (clinically symptomatic), white matter magnetic resonance

hyperintensities, lacunes (clinically silent), prominent perivascular spaces, cerebral

microbleeds and atrophy (Int J Mol Sci 2022; 23, 1497). See and include this supporting

reference. 2. Because cognitive impairment is an essential clinical feature of

Binswanger's disease, I would suggest expanding the text in relation to the cognitive

profile of white matter hyperintensities and neuropsychological features of subcortical

vascular dementia (Expert Rev Neurother 2009; 9: 1201-1217). I suggest including it in

the Discussion. 3.The authors should clearly point out in the text the relevance of
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clinically silent lacunes (as a major neuroimaging feature of cerebral small vessel disease)

on cognitive performance. In a clinical study, more than half of the patients with a

first-ever lacunar stroke had minor neuropsychological alterations. These minor

alterations were mainly related to the presence of clinically silent lacunar infarcts on

neuroimaging at this early stage of cerebral small vessel disease (see and add this

reference BMC Neurol 2013; 13: 203). Did the authors consider in their study protocol the

relevance of silent lacunes on cognitive performance? 4. A brief concluding comment

on other possible lines of future research on the presented topic would be appreciated.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
This is a well written paper presenting convincing results. In essence it is shown that

patients with confirmed white matter hyperdensities perform significantly worse in the

choice reaction test, verbal fluency test and digit symbol substitution test (16.00 ± 2.75

vs 18.40 ± 3.27, P = 0.010) in comparison with the control group. In addition it was

revealed that the WMH group required significantly more time to complete WTMT-A.

The rsults seem to be of considerable diagnostic value. Just a note regarding spelling:

Please separate from each other the follwing words: adultsover; thatcam; dualgait and

(possibly) others.
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