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This is an excellent review for "rare condition". The manuscript summarized all aspects of the disease

concisely and I believe this will be of great information for clinicians. If possible more explanation in

precise endoscopic findings (i.e existence of ICLP) and pictures would be of help to educate clinicians.
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The review article by Guerra et al is a comprehensive overview of the primary rectal squamous cell
carcinoma. The layout is clear and the presentation systematic. Current controversies and emerging
therapies are discussed in a balanced manner. The language is stylistically fluent and straight
forward to read. It is well illustrated. However, I would ask that the images are labelled to allow non
pathologists/ radiologists to better appreciate the abnormalities described in the figure legends. This
is my only suggestion for improvement for this paper, which provides a valuable addition to the
body of work addressing this often neglected tumour type.
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The review article described the Background, Diagnosis and Staging, Treatment, and Prognosis of

Primary Squamous Cell Carcinoma of the Rectum. The whole article is well written and characterized.

The article suggested to be accepted with minor language polishing required ( suggested to be little

simplified) . The minor suggestion: In treatment section, the authors may be better to mention

whether there have any clinical study data regarding target therapy for Primary Squamous Cell

Carcinoma of the Rectum.
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An excellent review, covering this rare entity.

In the section on immunohistochemistry the authors

have not mentioneed the uses of CK5/6 or p63, both of which have gained some popularity ie in this

regard.

In the section on treatment, the type of radiotherapy is not discussed in detail. Some have

proposed contact radiotherapy (Papillon technique) and a note about whether the authors advocate

this, or more standard approach with modern external beam techniques would be helpful.
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In the introduction to this paper, the authors have described this work as “ Systematic Review” by

stating: “Furthermore, there is significant heterogeneity in the treatment regimens utilised, with the

optimal management yet to be clarified. Nonetheless, certain patterns do emerge on reviewing all

published cases by way of a systematic review, to determine where our future research should be

directed in order to improve upon treatment and facilitate best patient outcomes.”

However, it is

unclear how they identified the examined articles; what were the inclusion and exclusion criteria?
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This is an interesting review on squamous cells carcinoma of the rectum. The paper is well written

and provides a comprehensive overview of all major issue including the therapeutic options. Among

these the role of protective or definitive stoma should be mentioned. The possible association with

HIV infection should also be discussed.
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