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The diagnosis of silicosis is mainly based on occupational history, symptoms and imaging, 

among which imaging is the current gold standard. However, in practice, in some cases, 

chest X-ray examination cannot fully meet the clinical needs. And laboratory tests are 

needed to assist in differential diagnosis. Unfortunately, there has been no ideal biomarker 

for the diagnosis and differential diagnosis of silicosis until now. Eexcessive release of 

neuron-specific enolase into the blood under pathological conditions can lead to elevated 

serum neuron-specific enolase concentrations. Serum neuron-specific enolase can be used 

to evaluate neuronal and neuroendocrine cell damage and provide diagnostic information 

for neuroendocrine neoplasms. In this study, the authors further explored the role of 

serum neuron-specific enolase concentration in the diagnosis and staging of silicosis. The 

sample size in this study is big, and the inclusion criteria and reasonable. Results are 

interesting, and well discussed. Comments: 1. Some minor language polishing should be 

proofed and revised. 2. The discussion is somewhat long, I suggest to short it.  
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In this study,  the clinical significance of serum neuron-specific enolase in the diagnosis 

and staging of silicosis was investigated. The design of the study is good, and the groups 

are well selected. The demographic characteristics and comparison of stages of silicosis 

are very interesting. Those results are well discussed, however, the limit of the study 

should also be discussed. A minor language editing is required. And the references should 

be checked and updated. 

 


