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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors submitted an article entitled “DEFICIENCY OF PLATELET-DERIVED GROWTH 

FACTOR RECEPTOR-α-POSITIVE CELLS (PDGFRα+-CELLS) IN THE COLON OF 

HIRSCHSPRUNG’S DISEASE” It is interesting to the readers and may have clinical benefit for 

differential diagnosis in difficult cases. However, the control group “Imperforated anus patients” the 

authors used seemed need some more discussions. In the literature, association of Hirschsprung’s 

disease in “imperforated anus” had been reported to be 2~4%. Please do more discussions in this 

point of view. By the way, a whole spelling should be done first before the abbreviation of 

“PDGFRα+-“used.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript of O’Donnell et al. analysed the expression of PDGFRα+ cells in human tissues 

originated from patients suffering in Hirschprung’s disease. This is an important point to show the 

distribution of these cells in gastrointestinal diease, like Hirschprung’s disease.  However, I miss 

here the clear statement of the aim of the study. The authors introduced several animal studies where 

the PDGFRα+ cell expression and function was studied. Therefore in this study I would expect more 

than a pure statement that these cells also express here. This is not a surprising finding. It would be 

more important to find out why they are expressed in this disease, what kind function is supposed to 

be for these cells. Why they express the TLR4, TLR5 and the purinergic receptors? What kind of role 

should they have in the development of this disease?  Major points:  The histological pictures need 

some improvement. In the picture A, B, and C, it will be helpful for the reader to indicate by arrow 

where are the cell bodies and where are the projections. The magnification is missing in all pictures. 

Beside the western blot a quantitative analyses of the PDGFRα+ areas is essential.  The picture of the 

western blot gel is not informative enough. Please show the entire gel and not a cut off, to make sure 
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that the expression is specific. Minor points: More details are needed about the control samples. Are 

these subjects healthy, etc.? 
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