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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Dear authors! I read with pleasure and interest your manuscript "Focal Adhesion
Kinase-Related Non-Kinase Ameliorates Liver Fibrosis by Inhibiting Aerobic Glycolysis
via the FAK/Ras/c-myc/ENO1 Pathway" submitted to the World Journal of
Gastroenterology. It is based on the results of series of experiments. Despite
experimental nature the work may have clinical outcome as it reveals potential targets
for anti-fibrotic treatment. There are some concerns on the manuscript structure and
format. The aim of the work needs to be expressed more correctly: it cannot present the
results, but have to show the goal you were followed to (please, use "to study..."/"to
elaborate..."/"to elucidate..." etc, followed by what was studied and to what purpose).
Please, pay attention that there are some incorrectness in the introduction. Thus, fibrosis
is not a disease, but pathologic process or its outcome, as well as cirrhosis. Elimination of
aetiological agent is nowadays possible in most of cases of HCV infection. Please,
consider revision. I would suggest revision of the introduction section to explain the
need for stages of work, described below. Is it possible to provide design of the study
section and/or a figure, explaining the work stages. It would be also good, if the data
processing was also described. Despite it is mentioned, that the results are expressed in
Mean+/-SD format, the manuscript contains no digital data. Some data, shown on
figures are in unknown format -for example, it is not clear, what "related to controls"
means in case "control" column is also present on a chart (control related to control?).
The data on some figures are given in unknown format. However, good publication
practice requires that the data were reproducible and could be compared to the data

obtained by the other authors in similar experiments. Please, revise. Please, replace the
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limitations from the Conclusions to Discussion section, provide more details on possible
practical / clinical outcomes of the obtained results and provide your vision of further

research.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Abstract - The abstract should be rewritten and focus on the main findings. It is
toolong. 2. Materials and Methods - The approval number of the Ethics
Committee should be added. How many mice were used for each time point and each
group? - The authors should provide the origin of chemicals (ex., pronase,
collagenase) and the name of chemical for density gradient centrifugation - On page 10,
the authors should clarify the origin of HSCs. - The author should provide the
origin and isotype of the antibodies. - Why did the author choose 2 ng/mL
TGF-B1? How long were cells treated with TGF-beta 1 should be claimed in the material
and methods 3. Results and discussion - Figure 3, Characterization of
HSC should be provided? The result of desmin staining should be added? -
Please add a scale bar for Fig 3A and fig 4A. - The sample size and replication
should be shown in the legend of figure 3, 4 4. English: The manuscript should

be corrected in spelling and grammar.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors submitted the revised version of the manuscript. It is significantly improved.

Previous comments were addressed.



