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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The paper reports a good method for the treatment of lower limb tissue loss. It is interesting and well 

written. References are adequate.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Bone loss and soft tissue loss are common problems after trauma. The presence of bone and soft 

tissue infection further complicates limb reconstruction. This study aimed to evaluate the results of a 

series of 28 patients with severe lower limb trauma that were managed by the IIlizarov method. The 

results were encouraging. The manuscript can be improved by including more details about the 

rehabilitation program, immobilization and surgeon(s) performing the surgeries. The author 

mentioned that the success rate was 86%. It is not clear how the success rate was calculated. In 

summary, the evaluation plan can be made clearer with the primary and secondary outcomes 

identified. My specific comments are listed below for the author’s reference.  Title: Fine  Abstract: 

The follow-up duration, primary and secondary outcomes should be clearly mentioned. A success 

rate of 86% was mentioned in the main text. If this was the primary outcome of the study, it should 

be mentioned in the abstract.  The functional outcomes of the patients should be stated. 

Complications of the procedures can be mentioned.  Introduction: fine  Methodology: Please state if 

clinical research ethics approval has been obtained for this study. Please state the distribution of 

gender of the patients. Please clarify when was the soft tissue removed from the docking site and was 
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the skin fashioned to cover the bone ends. The protocol for limb lengthening should be mentioned. 

The follow-up duration, assessment protocol as well as primary and secondary outcomes should be 

mentioned in the methodology section instead of the result section. Whether the same surgeon(s) 

was/were involved in the surgery and assessment of results as well as years of experience of 

surgeon(s) should be stated. The assessment based on ASAMI should be mentioned in the 

methodology section. The rehabilitation protocol should be mentioned  Results: fine  Discussion: 

Please clarify how the successful rate of 86% was calculated. p.7, fifth last line, it should be 

“distraction osteogenesis”.  References: Most of the references are quite outdated. More updated 

references should be included.   Figure and figure legends: fine  General: There are some minor 

grammatical mistakes. Please check the manuscript again.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Treatment of open fractures of the tibia with loss of bone and soft tissue, and infection, poses an 

extremely difficult problem for the orthopedic surgeon who has to solve three problems: infection, 

lack of continuity of bone and lack of coverage skin. Dr. Barakat Sayed El-Alfy describes in this 

manuscript the satisfactory outcomes observed in 28 patients with bone loss, loss of soft tissue and 

infections, which were treated with the Ilizarov technique. Only 15 patients needed a bone graft. 

These results are consistent with other recently published and clearly show that the Ilizarov 

technique has a high success rate. The Ilizarov technique with bone transport provides a powerful, 

and safe approach and continues to be the most versatile, adaptive and effective method of treatment 

in these complex cases, particularly in the setting of infection. 
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