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Dear Author, I read your manuscript. Overall it is a globally good designed study and well writen

manuscript, although it's small sample size. It is acceptable for publication.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors present the results of a prospective study of the utility of measuring serum TFF-3 in
patients with Crohn's disease for predicting mucosal healing following induction therapy with
anti-TNF agents. The results are clearly presented and will be of interest, if only because they offer a
clear message that TFF-3 performs poorly as a biomarker of mucosal healing in Crohn's. I believe that
a number of changes would enhance the quality of the manuscript. Firstly I think the title of the study
should be modified to clearly state the negative finding of the study (as it stands it appears at first
glance to suggest the marker is useful). The authors should also discuss whether a sample size
calculation was performed in advance of the study and how the sample size was decided. There is
always a concern with a negative study of the potential for type 2 error due to small sample size. Also,
the authors should discuss how they selected the time points for endoscopic evaluation for mucosal
healing, and why the time points differed for adalimumab and infliximab. I would argue that at week
10, after just three doses of infliximab, one would hope to see endoscopic mucosal improvement but
not expect to see optimal healing for 4-6 months.
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