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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The mini-review by Henriques et al. summarizes the data and technique of 

radiofrequency ablation(RFA) in hepatic and biliary tumors.  This is an interesting issue. 

However, some point should be addressed before publishing: Major points: 1. The 

authors strictly focus on RFA. However, for readers that are not experts in this field, a 

section that describes other ablation techniques (e.g. microwave ablation (MWA) or IRE) 

would be interesting. Particularly, differences, advantages and disadvantages of either 

technique would be of interest. 2. The Bismuth-Corlette classification does not determine 

resectability in cholangiocarcinoma (CCA). In fact, this classicization only describes the 

local extend of perihilar CCA while intrahepatic CCA are not included. Moreover, from 

a surgical point of view, even Bismuth-Corlette IV tumors are resectable as published by 

the group from Nagoya (Br J Surg. 2018 Jun;105(7):829-838.) and others. The section on 

page 3 suggests that the Bismuth-Corlette classification comprises all CCA and 

determines resectability. This should be corrected.  3. Data regarding RFA in CCA is 

very much focused on perihilar CCA and the combination of RFA and stenting. The 

authors should also include a section regarding intrahepatic CCA. Some data is available 

regarding this issue. 4. Regarding the use of RFA in hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), a 

major issue is the difference in recurrence free survival between surgery and ablation. 

This should be included. 5. Furthermore, RFA is used in combination with systemic 

treatment (e.g. sorafenib). This should be included.   Minor points: 1. Please go through 

the manuscript carefully. Some spelling mistakes might be corrected.  2. The title of the 

manuscript suggests that all hepatic and biliary tumors are part of the review. However, 

only primary but not secondary tumors are included. I would suggest to adjust this. 
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