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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In the present retrospective cohort study, Authors analyzed tobacco smoking and alcohol intake as
risk factors for gastric cancer (GC). The main limitation is that it has been conducted on a population
with a wide variety in socio-economic conditions. Moreover, the type of smoking (bidi) and alcoholic
beverage (toddy and arrack) are widespread only in India, and their preparation may change
according to the city where the recipe was formulated. There is no mention about the histopathology
of GC. Indeed, it is known that diffuse-type and intestinal-type may show different risk factors. For
example, diffuse-type is less influenced by H. pylori and more influenced by genetical factors.
Authors did not provide any data about H. pylori status in enrolled patients. This is a relevant
drawback, since this bacterium is considered the most important gastric carcinogen. This omission
may have interfered with the results provided in the present study. A direct comparison in risk
evaluation between bidi smoking and classical cigarette smoking is lacking. The cumulative effect of
smoking and drinking has not been analyzed. Another factor that strongly influences GC is the diet,
but in the present study an alimentary survey is lacking.

1



mailto:bpgoffice@wjgnet.com

