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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors submit a manuscript addressing the distribution and neurochemical phenotypes of 

endomorphin-2 (EM-2)-containing neurons in the submucosal plexus of the rat colon. The authors 

stated that exploring the distribution and chemical nature of the EM-IR structures in the submucosal 

plexus is fundamental to clarifying the regulatory mechanisms of morphine and opioid peptides on 

GI function.  The authors previously reported that EM2 containing neurons located in the enteric 

neurons in the myenteric plexus of the mid-colon [Frontiers in Neuroanatomy, 2014].   Furthermore, 

they also reported that EM2 inhibited first IJPs thereby enhancing spontaneous contractions in the 

colonic smooth muscle. Here, the authors continue similar study on the submucosal plexus to further 

explore distribution of EM-2 containing neurons using immunohistochemistry.  However, data 

themselves are new.   
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