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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The above mentioned manuscript investigated the differences in familial and sporadic esophageal
cancer forms association with genetic predisposition. Although this topic is current, methods used
and the results obtained in the paper are of low scientific value. I have some fundamental concerns in
how the data is statistically processed and interpreted. The authors must analyze their data with
appropriate statistical method. The multivariable regression analyzes must be used, for example
general linear model, to obtain valuable results. Strictly, the particular genetic component in ESCC
should be proving by WGAS or familial trios” analysis. The conclusion repeats well known fact for
genetic predisposition in cancer development and must be strongly revised and suggest at least one
specific factor for investigated ESCC. More recently references should be given. The submitted
manuscript does not present appropriate scientific data to justify publication. In this regard I did not
recommend the acceptance of the manuscript in this form and suggest major revision.
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The authors have analyzed family history of cancer, as well as age at diagnosis and number of tumors,

in a cohort of 2,542 patients from Hebei province with history of esophageal squamous cell carcinoma

(ESCC) and gastric cardia adenocarcinoma (GCA).




