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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

You did a very nice job writing a summary of all serologic markers in IBD. I think there are a few
issues. I have included multiple comments in the manuscript. I think the syntax needs to be improved.
The manuscript is a bit confusing. It might make sense to first discuss Crohn's and then UC or if you
do it together like you do, you must very clearly differentiate the two.
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Kovacs et al reported a review of new serological markers in pediatric IBD. The authors concluded
that combination of novel markers with conventional markers (ASA/pANCA) increases sensitivity
for diagnosis of IBD, and some markers are also useful for predicting aggressiveness of Crohn’s
disease. This review is well-organized and includes useful information in this field.
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This manuscript constitutes an updated revision on the utility of serum antibodies in the diagnosis,
differential diagnosis and prediction of prognosis of inflammatory bowel disease. The manuscript is
well written and widely documented, including references to recent studies. The primary goal of
this revision was focused on pediatric IBD, but data from adult patients are also provided, enlarging
the presentation of data to the adult age and comparing the diagnostic and prognostic value of these
antibodies when the disease that persists from childhood into adult. In the first part of the
manuscript, the concept and clinical value of the “classic” pANCA and ASCA antibodies is discussed,
and also that of new serological markers, in both pediatric and adult patients with iBD. Later the
authors describe the clinical relevance and utility of antibodies and combinations of them in assessing
different clinical scenarios (including diagnostic value, CD phenotypes, disease activity, and response
to therapy) Even when further prospective and multi-centre studies are needed, as authors pointed
out, to establish the real value of these antibodies in the clinical management on IBD patients, the
current review article is a nice summary of current knowledge on this topic.
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The authors marshal data about the serological markers associated with IBD to distinguish CD from
UC and predict the disease progression. The review is mostly well written and interesting. There
are only a few concerns with regards to the investigation. Please see below. Major points 1) The
author conclude the combined novel antibodies (PAB/GP2) with serological makers (ASCA/pANCA)
are useful to diagnose UC or CD early. It is difficult for readers to understand the conclusion easily
using Tables. The figures etc should be added to the review to inform the conclusion for easily
comprehensible to readers.  Minor points 1) At the beginning of a sentence of PANCA should
be written pANCA.




