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Authors aimed to evaluate effects and mechanism of rifaximin in the treatment of
refractory ascites by studying 75 cirrhotic patients (50 treated and 25 as controls).
Authors conclude that rifaximin has an effect in improving ascites treatment as well as in
survival, maybe due to its capacity in modulation of microbiota. The papers is
interesting and provide important addreses for the management of cirrhotic patients.
This is a study on clinical practice, and this mitigates the major limit of this study: the
lack of a sample size calculation and of randomization of patients between treatment
arms. Please clarify how was refractory ascites diagnosed and the choiche of that
conventional therapy (oral diuretic: furosemide 80 mg/d + spironolactone 160 mg/d).
Authors include in the study ascitic patients both with SBP and not. Please discuss the

reason. Please analyze patients survival using competing risk analysis.
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The authors conducted the observational study to clarify the effect of rifaximin on the
cases of liver cirrhosis complicated with the refractory anemia. The results of clinical
outcomes and the structure and function of intestinal bacteria are well understandable
and as an observational study, they have provided the necessary information regarding
the prognosis. Therefore, this manuscript can be published in the journal as an

observational study.
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