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This is an interesting study about chemotherapy of lymphomas in cirrhotic patients.
There are not many informations about this. Were the HCV viremic cirrhotics treated
for the viral infection along the chemotherapy or after the end of this? This would be

very interesting to be mentioned.
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Gonzalez-Regueiro JA et al attempted to reveal clinical characteristics and treatment
outcomes in patients with liver cirrhosis and lymphoma and found in this manuscript
that it was possible to administer chemotherapy in cirrhotic patients, regardless of their
severity, obtaining satisfactory clinical outcomes. English writing is fair (few
grammatical error) and this work is worth enough for possible publication in WJH.
Major comments. 1. Please explain or even speculate the reason why the incidence of H.
pylori infection is significantly higher in lymphoma with liver cirrhosis compared to
lymphoma without it. Minor comments. 1. Provide page number in the manuscript. 2.
Page 6, lines 21. It is well know ... is It is well known ... 3. Table 3, lines 8. The cases of
Hodgkin lymphoma in controls are 2 (10%) instead of 2 (20%) since the total number of

controls are 20.
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Authors constantly refer to C-P classification without giving further details. To better
appreciate the importance of the decompensation of the studied paptients, key point,
Authors are warmely requested to refer to a modern classification as that presented in
both...What are the implications of the spontaneous spleno-renal shunts in liver cirrhosis?
BMC Gastroenterol. 2009 Nov 24;9:89....and..... Blood ammonia levels in liver cirrhosis: a
clue for the presence of portosystemic collateral veins.BMC Gastroenterol. 2009 Mar
17;9:21. Deepening this aspect makes it clear what was the class to which belonged the
patients (appropriate Table ) and skips the doubts about the value of the median C-P
score that is 7.5 (low for a decompensation) and explain in this way why the patients

were classified as decompensated (80%).
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The manuscript is about a case-control study in patients with cirrhosis and lymphoma
treated with chemotherapy. This is an interesting and well written manuscript about a
clinical situation barely treated in the literature. The retrospective nature of the study
and the number of patients imply important limitations as the authors state but other
limitations and bias risks have not been considered and them must be take in account
before value the results.  -Concretely, the selection bias (data are from patients treated
out of guidelines recommendations at the time. So, a selection of patients can not be
excluded) neither an immortal time bias by which selected patients were more prone to
survive and to respond to chemotherapy. Authors must analyze both bias and discuss its
possible influence in the results. It would be very interesting to compare survival and
adverse events appearance between the case group and a control group formed by
paired patients with cirrhosis and lymphoma non-treated with chemotherapy. - It is
important that authors define in the text accurately the minimum and maximum time
difference between cirrhosis and lymphoma diagnosis to consider them as concomitant
diagnosis. - In the "Characteristics of lymphoma in the population" section authors
state that "the predominant histologic subtype was diffuse large B cell (80%) in 24
patients". This figure must be wrong. - A detailed description of number and severity
of infection cases in both groups must be included in the text. There were significant
differences in the number of infections between groups? - In the discussion section,
categorical statements such as "these patients have risk factors related to both the
development of cirrhosis (such as HCV infection) and disease per se (alterations in
immune surveillance), which confers an increased risk of developing neoplastic diseases,
including lymphomas" must be supported by references. - The conclusion paragraph

should be more prudent and consider the numerous limitations and bias of the study.
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