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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This study was unique in that it focused on cost-effectiveness of early diagnosis of HCC. This study

was interesting, but the results may vary depending on countries because cost of management of

HCC may be different. The readers have to be aware with this point in Discussion. It seemed

reasonable that AUS only was superior to two-stage screening. In some cases, HCC is hard to detect.

Combination of AUS and biomarkers seemed more effective to diagnose HCC. Were there any

discussion to this point? Intervention strategies. Strategy 2, 3 used ultrasonography every year.

Interval of one year seemed long for patients of high-risk group. Were there any specific reasons for

one-year interval?




