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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This work proposes a review on various treatment strategies for the patients with hepatocellular 

carcinoma and portal vein invasion. It is a topic of interest to the researchers in the related areas but 

the paper needs very significant improvement before acceptance for publication. My detailed 

comments are as follows:   1. The title of the paper is very misleading because the data shown in the 

manuscript are not directly related to the safety or efficacy of sorafenib in patients who have HCC 

with PV invasion. Review on the directly relevant references will be more helpful for the reader. 2. 

The author should accentuate his own opinions in this manuscript, rather than a simple list of 

documents. Try to discuss the best individualized treatment plan for different patients with 

hepatocellular carcinoma and portal vein invasion in this paper in more clear, write one section to 

define the problem. 3. Since outcomes of therapies can be quite different across tumor stages and 

different location and extent of PVTT, the author should review the available evidence supporting the 

potential roles of different treatment strategies in the different stages of HCC. 4. The authors have 

shown the survival benefits of the various treatment strategies in patients with advanced HCC with 
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PVTT. However, it should also be noted that the other three important parameters, efficacy, tolerance 

and cost, are taken into consideration. 5. The conclusion section should include the general treatment 

recommendations for patients with HCC and PVTT. There are, however, too many references in this 

manuscript.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

General Comments: This is a generally well-written manuscript, which reviewed various treatment 

strategies for patients with hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) and portal vein tumor thrombosis 

(PVTT). I listed my comments as below:  Comments:  1. The author described several treatment 

strategies, including sorafenib, TACE, TARE, HAI chemotherapy, RFA, percutaneous laser ablation, 

surgery, external beam radiotherapy and combined treatment for patients with HCC and PVTT. Can 

the author make a table to summarize and compare the difference between these treatment strategies?   

2. In page 5, line 13, please change EHS to extrahepatic spread (EHS). 
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