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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This study looked into the prognostic effect of staging with PET scans. it yielded some interesting 

findings. The difference in PFS and OS observed with two different staging systems may be 

explained by the fact that PET scan is more accurate in staging. Therefore, some of the early stages as 

determined by CT scan are upstaged to more advanced stages. The authors claimed that the PET and 

CT scans were performed no longer than two weeks apart. Therefore, the autors should reveal how 

many cases of early HL as determined by CT scan were upgraded to advanced stages and how many 

cases of advanced stages were downgraded to early stages. In addition, to support the authors' 

conclusion that PET staging is the most important prognostic factor, the authors should provide the 

OS, PFS, Kaplan-meyer curves and statistical analysis of the early and advanced stage patients of the 

same population (117 patients) based on Ct and PET scans.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The author reported the prognostic value and risk classification improvement of using metabolic 

staging (MS) with FDG-PET in initial staging of Hodgkin’s Lymphoma (HL) patients to predict 5y 

overall survival (OS) and event free survival (EFS), compared to conventional staging with CT. The 

conclusion is that initial staging of FDG-PET in HL is an accurate and independent predictor of OS 

and EFS. The manuscript is well organized and nicely presented.  In “Staging by FDG-PET (Era 2) , 

M&M section ”, the author said that both CT and PET imaging were acquired consecutively. 

However, it is not very clear what is the role of CT here, any contrast agent is given? And what’s the 

difference of CT between Era1 and Era2?  Besides, for the easy of readers, the “Ann Arbor staging 

system” should also be briefly explained in the text. 


