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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Dear Associate Editor Thank you for sending me the article entitled “Role of joint 

aspiration before re-implantation in patients with a cement spacer in place” for review. 

This retrospective study evaluated the role of joint aspiration before re-implantation in 

patients with a cement spacer already in place. In 41 studied subjects only 5 had positive 

intra-operative cultures taken during the re-implantation surgery were positive. The 

authors suggested that joint aspiration before re-implantation in patients with a cement 

spacer in place is not mandatory. Although the numbers of cultures were positive in a 

minority of patients, the success rate of the surgery depends highly on the sterility of the 

joint space. We should consider the failure rate and morbidity of the joint 

re-implantation in cases with positive culture. More detailed comparisons between the 

two groups regarding the rate of post operative morbidity and costs should be 

performed to define the necessity for joint aspiration in re-implantation state. I believe 

aspiration before re-implantation could reduce morbidity and costs in the high risk 

patients for developing septic arthritis. Like those with diabetes mellitus, consumption 

of steroids and immunosuppressive medications, and underlying diseases (such as 

chronic kidney disease/cirrhosis). These considerations should be assessed before 

deciding which patient is suitable for joint aspiration and which one is not a candidate. 
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