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Abstract

The development of liver cirrhosis and portal hypertension (PH), one of its major
complications, are structural and functional alterations of the liver, occurring in many
patients with chronic liver diseases (CLD). Actually the progressive deposition of hepatic
fibrosis has a key role in the prognosis of CLD patients. The subsequent development of PH
leads to its major complications, such as ascites, hepatic encephalopathy, variceal bleeding

and decompensation. Liver biopsy is still considered the reference standard for the
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