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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The manuscript was written with precision, objectivity and clarity. Only minor language polishing is
required. (1) The research is important and the research findings are significant (2) The novelty
and innovative nature of the research is acceptable because there other similar reports but this one
depicts an interesting number of patients. (3) The manuscript’s presentation and readability are
adequate. (4) The ethics-related aspects of the research have been addressed by the author’s
declaration. Major concerns The comparison between the three groups of patients revealed that there
were statistical significant differences in several basal parameters (age, gender, biochemical
parameters) behind AFP and PIVKA-II. An alternative mode for comparison should be carry out by
stratifying the patients according the coincidence (total or partial), or alternatively difference (total o
partial) between AFP and PIVKA-II cut-off values. Hence four groups could be advised according to
median levels such as: normal/normal; normal/elevated; elevated/normal; elevated/elevated. No
data about HBV infection, cirrhosis, HCC treatment were mentioned. No data about severity of liver
damage was scored (MELD ?)
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