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Rajindrajith 5 et al. Public health impact of childhood constipation

Shaman Rajindrajith, Niranga Manjuri Devanarayana, Bonaventure Jayasiri Crispus

Perera, Marc Alexander Benninga

Abstract

Functional constipation (FC) is a significant health problem in children and contrary to
the common belief, has serious ramifications on lives of children and their families. It is
defined by Rome criteria which encourage te use multiple clinical features for
diagnosis. FC in children has a high prevalence (0.7%-29%) across the world, both in

developed and developing countries. The biopsychosocial risk factors like psychological
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