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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

 In this review, the author gave a research summary of linking stemness with colorectal 

cancer initiation, progression, and therapy. The manuscript focused on the evolving 

concepts of colorectal CSCs – from their origin within the intestine, to their roles in 

cancer development, metastasis, therapeutic resistance, and recurrence.  It also 
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provided critical evidence from relevant discoveries, as well as the molecular signaling 

network that support the existence, self-renewal, plasticity, quiescence, and the overall 

maintenance of cancer stem cells in colorectal cancer. I think the review is helpful for us 

to better understand the the biology and the mechanisms of the origin of CRC, 

influential pathways regulating the colorectal CSCs, and the relevance of stemness in 

CRC prognosis and therapy.  
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The review is a comprehensive summary of the most relevant mechanistic information 

in the field. I would suggest to include in figure 1 some of the most relevant cellular 

pathways (or gene/protein drivers) involved in the transition across the different stages. 
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