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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The definition of acronyms should be written. The English language of the text needs a

minor revision.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Authors evaluated the potential correlation of the changes in lipid profile, carotid intima
media thickness (CIMT), ankle brachial index with severity of fibrosis, grades of
esophageal varices, and fibrosis indices, because of hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection
affects on lipid metabolism through enhancing the circulating levels of inflammatory
cytokines, together with its impact on endothelial function. The data showed that VLDL
(P=0.001), LDL/ platelets ratios (P=0.001), CIMT (P=0.001), ABI (P=0.001) were the main
parameters associated with significant fibrosis, EVs and endothelial dysfunction. CIMT
and LDL/platelet ratio were predictive of advanced fibrosis and esophageal varices at
cutoff values 1.1 mm and 1 respectively, with AUC 0.966 &0.960, while VLDL, ABI at
cutoff 16.5 mg/dl, 0.94 were predictive of advanced fibrosis and esophageal varices with
AUC 0.891, 0.823 respectively (p=0.001), indicated CIMT, ABI, VLDL, LDL/ platelet ratio
should be non-invasive biomarkers of advanced fibrosis, presence of esophageal varices

and endothelial dysfunction in liver cirrhosis.



