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Abstract

AIM: To investigate whether older Chinese Americans perceive dementia as a mental illness
and the relationship belween such perception and their general understanding of dementia
remains unclear. Car study aims Lo understand this relationship and its future implication on

improving dementia literacy among ethnis nmingritjes.

METHODS: Elderly Chinese American participants from the Greater Los Angeles were asked
lo complete an 11-item dementia questionnaire, following a community health seminar. Cross-

sectional survey data was analyzed using standard statistical methods,

RESULTS: The questionnaire received an 883% response rate. Among 316 responders, only

28.8% (n =91) of elderly Chinese Americans identified dementia as a mental illness, and 71.2%
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