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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Review of the manuscripts, “Gastric Cancer: current status of lymph node dissection. A review
article.” by M. Degiuli, et al. This review article describes the current status of lymphadenectomy in
gastric cancer surgery. In the past, significance of D2 lymphadenectomy for gastric cancer were
denied in the Western countries by the results of two large scale multicenter RCTs in “90s. Nowadays
D2 lymphadenectomy is recommended as a standard procedure for advanced gastric cancer in
worldwide countries, since a trend of improved survival among D2 patients was recorded and to the
increase of skilled and experience on D2 technique decreasing surgical mortality. Major points #1.
The authors explained the Japanese classification of gastric carcinoma precisely according to 2nd
English edition published in 1998. It is expired since 3rd English edition published in 2011. Third
English edition includes great revision especially in the classification of lymph node metastasis.
Lymph node stage is no longer differ from TNM staging, so the authors should rewrite the following
parts; page 6, line4-13, Table2, Table3. #2. The authors also described the “definitions of different
levels of lymph node dissection (page 10)” along to the old English version of Japanese gastric cancer
treatment guidelines published in 2004. Modified surgery is now classified to “D1+ ”, and is not
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already classified as “D1+alfa” or “D1+beta” . So this part also should be rewrite correctly along to
the 3rd English edition of Japanese gastric cancer treatment guidelines published in 2010. Minor
points #1. One hundred and forty papers were cited in the manuscript, however the reference lists
showed 118 references only. The author should provide correct reference lists. #2. Page 9, line 10;
from” jejunal veins” to “middle colic vein” #3. Page 9, line 23; from“thid tier” to “ third tier” #4.
Page 9, line26; from”theleft” to “ the left” #5. Page 22, line28; from “RTCs” to “RCTs” #6. Page 26,
line25; from “Nr” to “No.” #7. Page 26, line27; from “nr” to “No.”



