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Abstract
The gradual elucidation of the underlying biology of colorectal cancer has provided
new insights and therapeutic oplions for patients with metastatic disease which are
solected  according o predictive biomarkers,

This precision  medicinge paradigm,

however, is incomplele since nol all eligible patients respond o these agents and
prognostic stratificotion is largely basced on clinicopathologic variants. Importantly,. no
robust data exist to help properly select patients with localized disease at high risk for
recurrence amd maost likely to benefit from adjuvant chemotherapy. There is a rapidly
expanding body of literature regarding the role of the gqualitative and quantitative
analysis of circulating free IDNA In various neoplasms, which consistently oulpoerforms
traditional tumor markers both as a prediclive and as a prognostic marker. Several lines
of evidence supggest that circulating free DMNA may exhibit a complementary role to
exikting modalities for the early diagnosis of colorectal cancer, the selection of patients
for adjuvant chemotherapy, for the follow-up of treated patients, for the sclection of
treatment for advanced disease and the assessment of response and for determining the

prognosis of patients. These data, which are reviewed here, illustrate the important role
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