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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

It is quite normal that a western reviewer has some problems to understand the
arguments of TCM, e.g. the importance of the different qis. However, it is interesting
how a possible bridge can be built between TCM and western medicine. In the present
manuscript the authors used RomelV criteria and TCM criteria, but finally in the
evaluation they focus on Rome IV criteria and a visual analouge scale. Therefore, I
surmise that the conclusions drawn from this study are correct. I have only minor points
of criticisms: Evidently the authors used only the dose of 5 g TID. Is there a
dose-dependency of the effects? An analysis of the different components of the product
and the possible modes of action are indicated. How were this data obtained? Why were
Talcid used a sa rescue drug? Would it be fine to perform a study comparing BLWTG
with PPI?
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is a well-designed and executed double-blind trial controlling traditional Chinese
medicine (TCM), a very rare fact even though TCM have been applied for centuries in
large numbers of population, and there are large numbers of medical doctors in China
who have deep knowledge of western medicine and methodology. I would encourage
the authors to proceed with a similar trial not with placebo this time, but with drugs
applied in everyday practice in western medicine, and with larger sample of patients in

order to avoid subgroup analysis.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors have covered the raised issues with their response.



