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JOURNAL EDITOR-IN-CHIEF (ASSOCIATE EDITOR) COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
This study has an important methodologic issue that should be shown or discussed. There were no
demographic data on each group. Progression from chronic hepatitis to cirrhosis,to HCC is highly
dependent on patient's age. In addition, it can be modified by treatment or alcohol consumption.
Male is known to develop HCC more frequently than female does. Therefore, simple comparison of
allele frequency among several groups is meaningless. Clinical data on carriers, chronic hepatitis,
cirrhosis and HCC should be presented and each group should be matched according to sex, age,
alcohol, and/or history of treatment, etc. If the investigators cannot not match these variables, at least,
it should be discussed as a weak point of this study, in the Discussion. Referance should be
corrected into reference in table 1 and 2. Hardy-weinberg should be corrected into Hardy-Weinberg
in table 1.
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