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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The discussion could be more relevant
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is an interesting manuscript where the authors have analysed the difference in survival between
different subgroups in BCLC Stage B HCC after TAE. Major point 1.In the Methods section the
authors should describe the b subgroups in tabular form. 2.The median survival has not been shown
for subgroups. 3.The number of sessions of TAE has been shown for PVA versus beads. It should
also be shown for B subgroups. 4.Infact the table 1 should basically have demographic, tumor
characteritics,etc related to BCLC stage rather than PVA and ME which can be shown in a separate
table or in the text in results. 5.The authors need to report the response according to RECIST as it is
important to know if only the survival varies with advancing B staging or the response also varies.
6.Discussion needs to be expanded with the potential reasons for difference in survival. Since the
authors have not used AFP( surrogate marker for tumor burden and biology) the 4 groups essentially
differ in tumor burden and baseline liver functions.This needs to be stressed that the final outcome
may be a measure of interplay underlying liver disease and tumor burden.
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