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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS:

This paper represents in general an interesting case of gallstone ileus. The paper is well written and well
documented with figures. Nevertheless, the discussion can be improved in some parts: First: The presence of a
fistula occurred in this patient. Interestingly no aerobilia which can be easily detected by transabdominal
ultrasound and may be one reason for the delayed diagnosis. Additionally, the absence of significant
calcification of the stone deteriorated an early diagnosis. Second: A paragraph to nonsurgical alternatives of
special types gallstone ileus i.e. Bouveret’ s syndrome or stones in the stomach or the colon will enhance the
review of gallstone ileus. This special locations are suitable for non-surgical therapeutic options in around 20%
of the patients. For example laserlithotripsy in Bouveret’ s syndrome as described by Maiss et al (Scand J
Gastroenterol 2004;39:791 - 794) or extracorporal shock wave lithotripsy as described by Sackmann et al. (Dig
Dis Sci 1991;36:1794 - 5) or even only endoscopic extraction as described by Bedogni et al (Gastrointest
Endosc 1985;31:36 - 8) may be an promising and fast therapeutic alternative.




