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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Dear Editor, In the present study Moutaz et al. have evaluated the diagnostic accuracy of
aminotransferase-to-platelet ratio index (APRI) alone and with antischistosomal antibody in patients
with HCV and schistosomiasis coinfection. This study was well designed, but there are some issues
that should be checked again. Major issues; 1. Authors should compare the median (IQ range) of the
evaluated parameters among the groups of no fibrosis, stage 1, 2, 3 and 4 fibrosis by Kruskall Wallis
Variance analysis, then with the Mann Whitney U test if it is necessary. 2. Authors should clearly
explain how they established the model 1, model 2 and model 3. 3. Authors should also perform
ordinal regression and multivariate logistic regression analyses for the prediction of the fibrosis
stages and the presence of the fibrosis, respectively. 4. There are other non-invasive indexes like
AST/ALT Ratio, Forns score, FIB-4 and Age-Platelet Ratio that can be calculated by the most
commonly used parameters. Authors should also evaluate the diagnostic power of these parameters.
5. At the first paragraph of the discussion, authors should explain the novelty of the present study.
Minor issues; a) At the statistical methods section, authors should use "were'" after "data" instead of
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the "was". b) At the statistical methods section, authors should delete the word of "degrees of" in the
following sentence "The receiver characteristic curve (ROC) analysis is ....". ¢) At the paragraph

before the last one authors should replace the "reposrts" by '"reports". Sincerely.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Dear Editor, The manuscript entitled 'Aspartate transaminase to platelet ratio index (APRI) in HCV

and Schistosomiasis coinfection' by Derbala et al highlights APRI as a sensitive biomarker to

diagnose the degree of fibrosis and cirrhosis in patients with coinfection of HCV and schistosomiasis.

The manuscript is well written with well presented data. However, the 383 participants in the study

were all male which is briefly mentioned in the Results section. I am wondering how this impact the

universal acceptance of the conclusion. I would suggest to include this critical information in the

abstract, materials & methods and discussion. =~ Thank you.
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