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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

1. This is an international journal. Most readers are not familiar with the USA state abbreviations.
Please specify the meaning of MN and all other state abbreviations. 2. The expression “Women of
color”, while I assume what it means, may not be clear to many readers - please rephrase. 3. Page 4,
third paragraph: no need to again specify “people living with HIV (PLHIV)”. 4. Page 5, fifth
paragraph - what about the development of resistant strains to antiretrovirals - was that not a
significant complexity worth mentioning/discussing? 5. Page 6, last paragraph - detail cART. 6.
Bottom of page 7 - the definition “poverty level” needs to be clarified. Is this a state based definition?
What happens with those who are not less than 300% of the “poverty level”? Private insurance?
Please expand. 7. Page 8, second paragraph - what does “340B contract pharmacy” mean? 8. Page 10,
2nd paragraph - Define enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (EIA). 9. Page 10, bottom of 2nd
paragraph - what are the national levels that were far surpassed? Please add and give relevant
reference. This is key to strengthen the claim of this manuscript; i.e. that the Mayo Clinic
multidisciplinary approach and care cascade have such an “effect”. 10. Conclusion - I think the main
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conclusion is that a multidisciplinary approach as that executed in the Mayo Clinic should be
implemented by others to increase the rate of successful treatment and care - this is not clearly
stated in the conclusion section, but rather a “self-applause statement” is given, referring to unrelated

issues, such as “participating in groundbreaking research”. Please revise.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The manuscript is useful as a guide for management of HIV patients in general. However certain
queries arise on reviewing the manuscript which requires clarification. 1) In the event of
multidisciplinary interaction with a HIV positive patient, how is patient confidentiality maintained
since many individuals have access to the patient data? 2) The authors are requested to elaborate on
the investigation protocol at the first visit as well as the follow-up visits. 3) It would be useful to
elaborate on the differences between the protocol followed at the Mayo clinic and elsewhere.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In this article, the authors review the experience of 20 years of HIV care in the Mayo Clinic in

Rochester, MN. They describe the multidisciplinary approach in the care of the patients. Some risk

factors found in the MN population are underlined. The article is well written and interesting. The

authors should avoid repeating the full word when the abbreviation has been previously given (i.e.,

PLHIV).
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