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Although the reviewers had no specific recommendations for improvement, the manuscript has
been amended according to the suggestions of the editor:

(1) The title has been shortened to 11 words.

(2) The format of the authors’ names in the author contributions section has been changed to e.g.
Yuan'Y.

(3) Statements describing ethics approval, clinical trial registration, informed consent, conflict-of-
interest and data sharing have been added.

(4) In the corresponding author section, Yaozong Yuan's title has been corrected.
(5) The ‘Aim’ section of the abstract has been shortened to 20 words.

(6) A ‘COMMENTS’ section has been written.

(7) Figure 1 has been inserted in an editable format, from PowerPoint.

(8) Some minor revisions have been made to the text, which are highlighted in the enclosed, revised
version of the manuscript.

(9) The manuscript has been copyedited by a professional English language editing company: Oxford
PharmaGenesis (see uploaded file ‘ESPS No 14854 Certificate of edit Oxford PharmaGenesis’). We
believe that the language of the manuscript has now reached or exceeded Grade A.
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