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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Re: “The intestinal barrier in inflammatory bowel disease” The authors provide us with a 

comprehensive overview of the intestinal barrier in IBD. However, I have some concerns regarding 

the comparative length of the discussion of each analyzed factor. In the first part, I find that the 

discussion of the “intestinal mucus layer” is too extended, while on the other hand the very 

important paracellular barrier and its associated molecular and functional components (Tight 

Junctions) are underestimated. The authors should also refer to the importance of enterocytes’ 

homeostasis, how it is preserved and what is the role of proliferation and apoptosis. In the second 

part, the epithelial permeability alterations should be further developed considering authors’ 

assumption that “increased permeability may be a primary factor in disease pathogenesis”.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The review entitled "The intestinal barrier in inflammatory bowel disease" from Antoni L and 

colleagues gives a very good and comprehensive overview about the current understanding of the 

complex mechanisms involved in the pathogenesis of IBD. Every scientific relevant aspect of the 

central role of the intestinal barrier in this context has been pointed out - underlined by striking 

figure/table.   


