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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The manuscript written by Yi-si Zhao performed a Meta-analysis and found that the
lymphocyte count can predict the severity of coronavirus infections, including
COVID-19. Since the management for patients with severe disease with coronavirus
infections is very important to prevent death from the infectious disease. Thus, the
analysis is important for the management of coronavirus infection. However, there are a
couple of concerns that need to be addressed. Minor points 1. =~ The lymphocytes are
consisted of different populations such as T cells, B cells, or NK cells. It would be
informative if the authors could give data on the lymphocyte populations, which might
be linked to the reason for the association of low lymphocyte count and poor prognosis.

2. It would be better if the authors could give any data on viral load in association with

the lymphocyte count.
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The manuscript is revised according to the comments.
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